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tough enough and wise enough and compas-
sionate enough to do what we know in our
heart is right. You help, we’ll do it.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Washington Hilton Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to Bob Georgine,
president, Building and Construction Trades De-
partment of the AFL–CIO.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt
April 5, 1995

President Clinton. Good morning, every-
body. Good afternoon.

Q. Good morning. What’s on the agenda
today?

President Clinton. A lot of things. But
we’re going to have a press briefing after-
wards, so you’ll get to ask all the questions.

Q. That’s what you said yesterday, Mr.
President. [Laughter]

President Clinton. And we did it, didn’t
we?

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
Q. President Mubarak, will you support

the extension of the Non-Proliferation Trea-
ty?

President Mubarak. We were one of the
founders who participated in the drafting of
the NPT since 1968. So we support the NPT
100 percent. We have no problem with the
United States, anyway, concerning the NPT.

Q. Do you have a problem with Israel?
President Mubarak. No, we would like

to find a solution so as to keep our area free
of all mass destructive weapons. That’s all.

Q. It sounds like you’re going to sign.
President Mubarak. I’m not going to tell

you now anything.
Q. Was President Clinton persuasive?
President Clinton. We just met 2 seconds

ago. We’re going to have a press briefing
soon.

Q. Thank you.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

President Clinton. Good afternoon.

Egypt-U.S. Relations
Q. How would you describe the Egyptian-

American relations?
President Clinton. I think it’s very good.

I’ve enjoyed working with President Muba-
rak, and I’m looking forward to this discus-
sion. And of course, afterward, we’ll have an
opportunity to take your questions.

Q. President Clinton, will you ask Israel
to fulfill its obligation and to deploy its forces
from the West Bank and Gaza?

President Clinton. I’ll answer the ques-
tions in the press briefing after I visit with
President Mubarak.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:07 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks to the United States-Egypt
Presidents’ Council
April 5, 1995

President Clinton. Let me begin by wel-
coming you all to the White House and here
to the Roosevelt Room and thanking you for
your willingness to participate in this council.

I think all of you know that the United
States and Egypt have had and continue to
have a very close relationship, and we believe
that our future interests are very much
bound up together. We believe we have to
do more in the economic area. We need
more partnerships and more success stories.
And for my part, I am very, very committed
to trying to further the work of increased eco-
nomic interaction, bringing about more pros-
perity, more opportunity.

So I want to thank both the Americans
who are here and the Egyptians who are here
for your willingness to serve and commit the
resources and the efforts of this Government
to the success of this endeavor. And I know
I speak for the Vice President, the Secretary
of State, and of course, our Trade Ambas-
sador and Secretary of Commerce. We are
convinced that this is an important part of
our common future.

Mr. President.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in the Roo-
sevelt Room at the White House. A tape was not
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available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

The President’s News Conference
With President Hosni Mubarak of
Egypt
April 5, 1995

President Clinton. Good afternoon.
Please be seated. As always, it’s a great pleas-
ure to have President Mubarak back at the
White House. For 14 years, he has been a
valued friend and partner to the United
States. He was one of the first foreign leaders
to visit me here after I became President,
and I began my trip to the Middle East last
fall by visiting him in Cairo to seek his coun-
sel. Under his wise leadership, Egypt has
been an ally, as well as a source of stability
in the region and throughout the world.

In the last 2 years, we’ve witnessed the
dawn of a new era in the Middle East. With-
out President Mubarak’s tireless efforts on
behalf of peace, these landmark achieve-
ments would not have occurred. Thanks to
his persistence, the promise of Camp David,
where Egypt took its stand against war, has
been redeemed. In the months and years
ahead, we will continue to look to President
Mubarak to play a vital role in broadening
the circle of peace. We’re determined to do
everything we can meanwhile to deepen our
own partnership for peace and prosperity.

He and his government have already made
great strides toward reforming and restruc-
turing the Egyptian economy. I got a very
impressive report on the progress that has
been made at the luncheon we just con-
cluded. But more is necessary to stimulate
the economy so that it can provide good jobs
and a future of hope for the hundreds of
thousands of young people who enter the
Egyptian work force every year.

The United States is committed to helping.
Vice President Gore just returned from his
second visit to Egypt in the last 6 months.
On my behalf, he began a dialog for growth
and development with President Mubarak
that is unprecedented in its scope and ambi-
tion. Today he and I have taken another step
forward in this partnership by meeting with
the new members of our Presidents’ Council

at their first gathering. These top American
and Egyptian businessmen will advise us on
several vital issues: expanding the private sec-
tor, building stronger commercial ties be-
tween our peoples, creating better conditions
to attract United States investment to Egypt.

We’re also working together to bring more
prosperity and stability to the entire region,
efforts that are essential for peace to establish
firm roots. We reaffirmed our support for
greater regional cooperation and develop-
ment, especially the economic initiative that
began at the Casablanca summit. We also
had a good discussion about the need to lift
the boycott of Israel and ways to accomplish
this as soon as possible.

Egypt and the United States share a deter-
mination to confront and to defeat all those
who would undermine peace and security
through the use of terror and weapons of
mass destruction. President Mubarak told me
of Egypt’s regional proliferation concerns
and of its commitment to a strong, universal
Non-Proliferation Treaty and to a Middle
East that is free of all weapons of mass de-
struction. The United States shares those
goals.

To create the confidence and security that
will make those aims a reality, we must con-
tinue to do all we can to bring a comprehen-
sive and lasting peace to the Middle East.
For the same reason, I believe we must en-
sure that the NPT is strong and as enduring
as possible. Indefinite and unconditional ex-
tension of NPT is vital to achieving the goals
that we both share.

When President Mubarak and I first met
here 2 years ago, he told me that together
we could help to make a just and comprehen-
sive peace in the Middle East. He was right.
We have worked side by side to fulfill that
vision. Doing so, we have deepened the
friendship between our two nations. Our goal
is now within grasp, and America is proud
to be Egypt’s partner on this great mission.

Mr. President.
President Mubarak. Thank you. Once

again I meet with my good friend President
Clinton in order to pursue our joint endeavor
for the benefit of our two nations.

We discussed all issues of mutual interest
in the spirit of friendship, candor, and mutual
confidence. Our views were similar on var-
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